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Twickenham Regatta 
 
 
 

Saturday 23rd May 2009 
 

1250 metres 
 

Finish at Buccleuch Gardens 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

website: www.twickenham-regatta.org 
 

(Under A.R.A Rules) 
Course 1250 metres downstream from Ham House to Buccleuch Gardens 

 
Regatta Enclosure - Buccleuch Gardens 
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THE MAYOR OF RICHMOND UPON THAMES 
 

PRESIDENT 
K I Baldwin 
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 D A Kenny P R Jennings  I McElroy  J P Radgick    
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EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 
P Davies        I McElroy C Turner       A Vellacott   V Cheevors  J Cox 

                                      
              
                         HON SECRETARY                 HON TREASURER  

                                 A Reed                                       J L Sewell  
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The Committee wishes to record with sadness the death of George 
Walls at the age of 96. George was a member of Twickenham 
Rowing Club and a past President of Sons of the Thames boat club. 
He devoted huge amounts of his time in teaching rowing and in 
supporting rowing events. His enthusiasm and help will be greatly 
missed. 



REGATTA HISTORY 

Twickenham Regatta dates from 1923, when it was founded by Twickenham 
Rowing Club, and known as ‘Richmond and Twickenham Regatta’. In 1926, it was 
handed over to an autonomous committee made up of members of the rowing club 
and representatives of local bodies interested in upping its profile and widening its 
appeal. 

With the exception of the war years, the regatta continued uninterrupted until 1953, 
in which year some of the towns along the Thames decided to mark the Queen’s 
Coronation by sponsoring river-based celebrations. A split between what were then 
the individual boroughs of Richmond and Twickenham was brought about by the 
desire of each to organise its own event. There was no acrimony, but the one regatta 
became two from then on; ‘Richmond and Twickenham Amateur Regatta’, retaining 
the original title along with all the challenge cups and trophies donated to it over the 
preceding 30 years, and ‘Richmond Amateur Regatta’.  

However, it soon became apparent that it was untenable to have two rowing events 
with confusingly similar names, held on the same part of the river within a month of 
each other. So in 1955, after 32 years of existence, ‘Richmond’ was dropped from 
the original and it was rebranded ‘Twickenham Amateur Regatta’, shortened further 
in 1998 to its present title.   
 
Over the years, the course has been shifted up and down this reach, and the regatta 
enclosure has been moved from one side of the river to the other.  Indeed, with the 
merger of the two boroughs, it no longer matters in terms of local politics that 
Twickenham Regatta is focused on the Richmond bank. The long term benefit to 
rowers and community is not one, but two opportunities to enjoy competitive racing 
in early summer on this lovely, unspoilt stretch of the Thames, with its famous 
backdrop of Richmond Hill.  
 
This year is the 75th event held since 1923. 


















